A 45-year-old Saudi housewife underwent elective laparoscopic cholecystectomy for biliary colic.

The mucosa of the excised gallbladder is shown in Figure [1a](#F1){ref-type="fig"}--[b](#F1){ref-type="fig"}.

![(a) Mucosa of the gallbladder (b) Magnified gallbladder mucosa](SJMMS-4-242-g001){#F1}

QUESTIONS {#sec1-1}
=========

What are the findings?What is the diagnosis?

ANSWERS {#sec1-2}
=======

Yellow diffuse flat deposits on the gallbladder (GB) mucosa.Cholesterolosis.

DISCUSSION {#sec1-3}
==========

Cholesterolosis is a disorder of lipid metabolism that leads to increased accumulation of cholesterol in the GB mucosa. It is also known as "strawberry GB" because of its golden yellow speckled pattern on gross examination. Histologically, there are plenty of foamy macrophages in the lamina propria and epithelium.

Cholesterolosis is a common histopathologic finding being reported in 13--25% of cholecystectomy specimens.\[[@ref1][@ref2][@ref3][@ref4][@ref5]\] Its pathogenesis and etiology are not understood.

It is more common in patients under 60 years of age and can be found in cases with and without gallstones.\[[@ref1][@ref3]\] Hence, it is controversial whether cholesterolosis is an incidental finding in cholecystectomy specimens or a cause of biliary symptoms, pancreatitis, or high cholesterol level.\[[@ref1][@ref4]\] Furthermore, its role in metaplasia-neoplasia-carcinoma sequence of GB cancer is obscure.\[[@ref3][@ref4]\] The preoperative diagnosis of cholesterolosis by routine laboratory tests and abdominal ultrasound is usually not possible.\[[@ref2]\]

Despite it was first described by Virchow more than 100 years ago, cholesterolosis remains an enigma.
